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W 
hen I started studying the bible 

as a new believer, I read it like 

any other literature; unfortu-

nately I didn’t get much ‘spiritual’ under-

standing. I enjoyed the stories like any other 

book and I looked forward to searching out 

more stories in the bible. More interesting, 

was the fact that I was using the New Inter-

national Version (NIV) of  the bible. Alt-

hough it seemed then like some stories 

made no sense but years later when I start-

ed to have deeper understanding of  the 

scriptures, that knowledge was not wasted. 

Some people say the bible is boring; that’s 

an unfortunate thing to think because they 



3 

are a number of  things that could make any 

book boring and not necessarily because it’s 

the bible. Sometimes it could be that the 

person has no interest at all in reading, or 

the time chosen to read is not best conven-

ient or the version been read is not easily 

understood. 

It is true that we live in a word where time 

with God is fast being overtaken by other 

seemingly important life pursuits, but we 

must always remember that it’s a deception 

of  the world. Nothing can replace God or 

His word. The bible is God’s word to us. It 

is a manual for our lives; without which we 

would not ‘function’ right. 
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PLAN YOUR STUDY 
Set aside a time and place to 

study. Some people like to use 
the few minutes before praying 
or after praying in the morning 
or at night. Develop a plan of  
what you want to do. You may 

want to write out a plan in a cal-
endar format assigning what you 

will want to read each day. 
Forming a plan get help you stay 

motivated and give you struc-
ture. 
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CHOOSE A PLACE 
It’s not like you cannot read your 
bible anywhere especially if  you 
have it in your phone or other 
mobile device but you have to 
choose a place where there is 

minimal or no distraction. 
Choosing a place will also help 
you to be disciplined as you will 

be looking forward to it.  
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BE DISCIPLINED AND  
DETERMINED 

Being disciplined is not easy itself  
especially when one is trying to 
grow in walking with God but 

you have to be disciplined anyway. 
It pays to study your bible daily. 
If  you can’t take the entire chap-

ter at a go, starting with a few 
verses in the morning and some 

in the evening won’t be a bad 
idea. You can also include this in 

your daily routine list as a remind-
er. 
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GET RID OF ALL  
DISTRACTIONS  

Some people claim that they can 
study while a worship music is play-
ing softly somewhere near.  For me 

it’s a huge distraction, I will be tempt-
ed to put the bible away and worship 
along. If  it works for you great, oth-

erwise turn off  the television or radio 
for just few minutes. Unless you are 
studying with a group, try to find a 

quiet place where you have a table to 
read and take notes. This is alone 

time between you and God, makes it 
personal.  

 

http://www.wikihow.com/Stop-Getting-Distracted-when-Trying-to-Get-Things-Done
http://www.wikihow.com/Stop-Getting-Distracted-when-Trying-to-Get-Things-Done
http://www.wikihow.com/Create-Your-Own-Bible-Study
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GET A GOOD STUDY BIBLE  
I like to use various translations of  

the bible whenever I can, it gives me 
a better understanding as each ex-

plains from different views same is-
sue. You don’t have to get several bi-
bles, one good one is enough. Some 
bibles come with study guides and 

notes at the back of  the bible. 
Choose a translation to use during 
your study. You should select from 
translations as opposed to simple 

paraphrases, as this makes sure you 
are reading the text as it was meant to 

be read. 

http://www.wikihow.com/Choose-a-Bible-Translation
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GET A NOTEPAD,  
PEN AND BIBLE  
HIGH-LIGHTER.  

As you grow in your study, you 
will be writing a lot. Write what? 
Well, you find out as you study. 
Like I always say, anything can 
happen during our time out 

with God so get your materials 
ready. If  you study with an IPad 
or other device, you may want 

to consider having regular bible 
too and a note. 
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STUDY THE BIBLE WITH AN  

ATTITUDE OF PRAYER 

The bible is the word of  God and you 

are not going to get the desired revela-

tion if  you do not ask God to guide you 

in study. This should be the first step in 

understanding the Bible. As you study, 

be conscious that you are reading a letter 

from God even though it’s written by a 

man. Bible study should be approached 

with a prayerful desire to learn. Disci-

pline yourself  to be with the Word. The 

Bible will come alive for you. After all, it 

is spiritual food. 
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WRITE DOWN WORDS,  

SITUATIONS OR EVENTS that 

you think may help you understand 

better. You can look them up later 

or ask someone. If  you can find 

time to study a book to pass exami-

nations or interview why shouldn’t 

you do same for the bible? In an ac-

ademic stance, some people take 

hours, weeks, and years making re-

search issues and writing projects. 

What if  you do same with the bible? 
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TAKE IT A VERSE OR  

CHAPTER AT A TIME  

Many people say they sleep off  when 

reading the bible, if  you do so you will 

achieve nothing. Take small verses at a 

time while you are still wide awake and 

can follow through with what you are 

reading. Some people also who are de-

termined to finish the bible in a few 

months or years plan to read several 

chapters in a day and get discouraged 

by reading too  much of  it at once. 
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USE A GUIDE OR THE  

REFERENCES AT THE  

BACK OF YOUR BIBLE 

Most people use daily or weekly bible 

study manual to help them stay dedicated 

to the plan. You can also get resources 

that will help you study topics. There are 

many of  them free online which you can 

download or just read from. For instance, 

topics like Forgiveness, Mercy, Love, 

Grace are good topics to start with. How-

ever, if  you have your own plans on how 

to get through studying just make sure 

you are doing it. 
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DON’T STOP STUDYING 

EVEN WHEN YOU DO NOT 

UNDERSTAND, you will be 

amazed how much you would 

have stored up ‘subconsciously’ 

and ready for use when the time 

comes for to put to test what 

you have studied. 
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USE A CONCORDANCE 

This is usually at the back of  the bible, 

probably the last item. It will list im-

portant names, places and events in 

alphabetical order and reference the 

places where they appear in the bible. 

This makes it easier for you to know 

what other verses are saying the same 

thing about a place, person or event. 

This maybe one of  the easiest ways to 

study your bible and quickly under-

stand the way events are linked up 

with different verses. 
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START WITH THE SHORT AND 

EASY BOOKS OF THE BIBLE   

When I got born again, I was encour-

aged to start with the book of  John. It 

helped my walk with God; it helps you 

understand who Jesus really is. Then you 

can move on to Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John. Then the letters. The letters 

are really very interesting and enlighten-

ing and they deal with the issues of  eve-

ryday Christian living. Some churches en-

courage their members to read various 

chapters in a day especially with the 

‘bible-in-a-year’ program. This is not bad 
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but you have to move from just reading 

it like a literature to studying; so your life 

can be transformed by what you are 

reading. 
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CONSIDER AUDIO BIBLE. 

I am not a big fan of  audio bibles except 

I am listening for pleasure or at a place 

where my bible is out of  reach but this 

does not mean that audio bibles cannot 

enable you achieve same results if  you 

can manage it. If  you are very busy espe-

cially during the week such that your 

routine makes it difficult to study, you 

may need to consider using an audio bi-

ble you can listen to or one you can 

download onto your phone and listen 

while you are busy with something else. 
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This alone cannot make a personal bible 

study effective because you will not be 

able to take down notes and mental 

notes are soon forgotten. How about 

weekends when you can sneak some 

time to be alone and write down inspira-

tions, highlight verses or just sit and en-

joy the presence of  God as you study. 
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FOCUS ON THE NEW  

TESTAMENT 

I used King James Bible as a new believer 

and I found most books of  the Old Tes-

tament very discouraging to study espe-

cially the books with difficult long names 

of  people and places. I didn’t read much 

of  them except I was referenced. Don’t 

wear yourself  out, New Testament will be 

a good place to start and it contains less 

of  the difficult-to-pronounce names, as 

you get used to studying the bible, then 

you can progress to Old Testament. 
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EXPLORE DIGITAL  

ALTERNATIVES 

One of  the good things about having a 

digital bible is that you are studying with 

the same device you are taking notes in. 

Most office people prefer this because 

that one device has many functions and 

a digital bible can give you several trans-

lations and meaning once you are con-

nected to the internet. However, you 

have to stay disciplined because there 

could be the temptation to do other 

things on the device instead of  concen-

trating on studying.  
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HIGHLIGHT OR MARK OUT  

IMPORTANT VERSES THAT 

‘MINISTER’ TO YOU.  

It helps you easily identify those verses 

when you flip through and also a good 

way to memorize the scriptures and 

remember when needed. Remember 

that when Jesus was tempted on the 

mountain by the devil He was able to 

overcome him quoting the scriptures. 

You too can do same. The word of  

the Lord is power, let it be on your 

lips and use it for every situation. 
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STORIES AND EVENTS.  

All of  Jesus’ stories in Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John are inspiring especially His 

miracles and sermons. The first story 

about Jesus I read in elementary school 

was about His birth and how He turned 

water into wine. The teacher then even 

made a song out of  the story. These were 

so interesting that whenever I got back 

home I looked for more Jesus’ stories to 

read. There are other stories about His 

disciplines and how God related with His 

children in the Old Testament before the 

birth of  Jesus Christ. 
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BE PATIENT WITH YOURSELF  
Your personal study time is a time with 
God and you have to take it one step at 
a time as He leads you. You are in no 

competition with anyone neither are you 
trying to impress someone that you can 
study the entire bible in less than a year. 
If  you need to read a chapter more than 
once, by all means do so. Sometimes we 
get different meanings and revelations 
reading the same chapter. However do 

not relax and get comfortable in reading 
just a few verses. There should be pro-
gressive evidence that you are no longer 

the way you started. 



25 

USE CROSS REFERENCES AND 
FOOTNOTES IF YOU HAVE 

THEM IN YOUR BIBLE  
These are little numbers and sym-
bols which tell you to look some-
where else in the text for more in-

formation, or show you where 
something was previously discussed. 
Footnotes, usually found at the bot-

tom of  a given page, will tell you 
where information is coming from 
or explain complex ideas or histori-

cal events and concepts. 
 



26 

 

PRAY 

Earlier, I mentioned that there is need 
for you to study with a prayerful atti-
tude, that’s different from literarily 

praying before you start studying. Ask 
God to help you understand His 

word before you even begin. It is His 
word and He can give you easy under-

standing of  it if  you ask Him. Take 
the Bible literally. Don't assume a par-

able or story just because it seems 
vague.  

http://www.wikihow.com/Pray
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Don't try to interpret the Bible. 
"Knowing this first that no prophecy 
of  the scripture is of  any private in-
terpretation." (2 Peter 1:20,21) That's 

where misunderstandings come 
from. 
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It is true that we live in a word where time with 

God is fast being overtaken by other seemingly 

important life pursuit, but we must always re-

member that it’s a deception of  the world. 

Nothing can replace God or His word. 

The bible is God’s word to us. It is a manual for 

our lives; without which we would not ‘function’ 

right. It is my desire that this suggested tips will 

help you see that personal bible study can be 

easier and effective.  

Reach me on emikebini@yahoo.com 

Or Join my Face Book fan page  

(EMIKE OYEMADE)  

Follow me on twitter @emikeoyems 


